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Research Scholarships Scheme

 (2026 Interdisciplinary Team Application Form) 
1. Purpose
Research Scholarships are intended to provide middle year undergraduates who have research-potential with experience of research and to encourage them to undertake further postgraduate study.

2. Eligibility
Applicants should fall into one of the following categories: 
· Registered student of Newcastle University

· Undergraduates in the middle (preferably penultimate) year of their first degree;

· Undergraduate medical or dental students between the end of their second year and the end of their penultimate year.

· Undergraduates studying for language or other 4 year degrees either at the end of their second year or third year (i.e. just before or after their year of overseas study).

Please note that:

·  Students in stage 1 of undergraduate studies will not be considered for awards.

· Students awarded funding by the University Expeditions Committee will not be considered for a Research Scholarship award in the same year.
· Only one internal Research Scholarship application will be considered from each registered student in any one academic year.  
· Funding can be used to support students working alongside supervisors based at Newcastle University or other universities, the NHS or other external organisations

Where appropriate, students, or staff on their behalf, are encouraged to apply to external organisations running scholarship schemes similar to this University scheme (e.g. Wellcome Trust, Biochemical Society and to accept any awards obtained.  If a student is awarded an external research scholarship in addition to a University award, and the external award provides a lower level of student maintenance, the University will supplement the outside award up to the University's weekly rate so ensuring the student is not disadvantaged by accepting the external award.  This maximises the University’s success in external competitions, raises the University’s external profile and permits more students to receive awards and experience work in a research environment by enabling University resources to be reallocated to students not receiving external support.  Students may not hold full internal and external research scholarships in the same year.  Research Scholarships may be referred to as ‘Vacation Scholarships’ by some external organisations.  

3. Interdisciplinary Groups 
There are different ways in which an application could meet the requirement to be a team-based, interdisciplinary project.  Some projects might involve students from different subject areas (across subject areas, schools / institutes and faculties). Other projects might involve a group of students from within the same school or even the same subject area, but the project work is interdisciplinary in nature (where an area of study contains within it different disciplinary influences – such as human and physical geography, or different strands of engineering). 
Groups should consist of a minimum of two and a maximum of four students.  It will be necessary to identify a lead student and lead academic both of whom will be responsible for ensuring that the necessary documentation is completed and submitted on time.
4. Method of Selection 
The Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Education), the Faculty Taught Programme Deans (or their nominees) will judge applications primarily on academic merit and potential for providing research training and may use their discretion when selecting awardees.  Preference will be given to:
· research projects that have a clearly defined objective relating to one of the University’s guiding principles or strategic pillars,  that is achievable by the group in the time available. Research Scholarships will not be awarded for work that will form a substantial part of your undergraduate degree work
· projects that give scope for genuine leadership, thought and initiative on the part of the students and do not use the students as general assistants.  It will be expected that the students will contribute to the design of the project and the framing of this application

· students demonstrating academic achievement and potential and showing an interest in and motivation to undertake research
5. Summary of results
A short summary (up to 250 words) about the project and research findings should be submitted by the lead student to the Student Financial Support Team.  This information will be used in a promotional information which will be publically available. 
The summary should be accessible to a non-expert and should include:

· a brief description of the project aims

· an account of the work undertaken during the summer project 
·   the key outcomes from the results
Students should provide confirmation if they are happy for their names, project title, project summary and photograph to feature in the promotional brochure and their poster to be made available on the Research Scholarships and Expeditions web site: https://research.ncl.ac.uk/expeditionresearchscholarships/ both of which are accessible externally.   
Yes □   No □ 
6. Presentation of results

All groups funded by the University will be required to prepare an A1 landscape or portrait size posters of their result. Posters are expected to explain the goals and findings of the project in an accessible way and clearly outline the project aims and its key outcomes for the non-expert.  
A poster presentation and reception will be held in November 2026 (date to be confirmed) for all University-funded students, their supervisors and invited guests.   All students funded by the University will be required to prepare A1 landscape or portrait size posters of their results.  Prizes will be awarded for the best poster in each faculty, a global campus prize and a number of commended posters.   Posters are expected to explain the goals and findings of the project in an accessible way and clearly outline the project aims and its key outcomes for a non-expert.
Following the poster session pre-selected Scholarship holders will give short presentations on their research together with pre-selected University Expedition students.   All Research Scholarship holders are expected to attend the presentations.   Guidance on poster design will be provided to all award holders and advice on presenting will be provided to those selected to make oral presentations. 

7. Research support available

Interdisciplinary Research Scholarships are tax-free and available for two -four weeks’ duration usually between the end of the summer term and pre-term week of the following academic year and will be funded at £471 per week per student to meet living costs.  Any additional costs, such as consumables, travel or equipment incurred as a result of the project will not be covered by the scholarship: the Research Scholarships Committee does not fund such costs.  The nature of the project will likely determine how many hours of study will be required to complete the project: the Research Scholarships Committee does not recommend that any student spends more than 35 hours per week on their project.  Projects must commence by no later than Monday 13th July 2026.  Please note that scholarship rates cannot be increased once agreed so any subsequent project extension will not result in an increased scholarship. 
8. Closing Dates
The closing date for receipt of applications to the Student Financial Support Team is 1st March 2026.  Applicants will be notified of the outcome by the end of April 2026, 
9. Further Details
Completed application forms should be submitted to the Student Financial Support Team at: vacation-scholarships@ncl.ac.uk 
2026 Research Scholarship Interdisciplinary Team Application

Please complete electronically and return in Microsoft Word format. Handwritten applications or applications in any other format will not be accepted.   
PART 1 – To be completed by students
	Student Team Information

	Name of Lead Student:

Student ID number (as on smartcard):

Degree programme:

Faculty and Academic Unit:

Telephone & E-mail Address:

University examination results by module to date:



	Name of 2nd Student:
Student ID number (as on smartcard):  

Degree programme:

Faculty and Academic Unit:

Telephone & E-mail Address:

University examination results by module to date:


	Name of 3rd Student (if applicable):
Student ID number (as on smartcard):  

Degree programme:

Faculty and Academic Unit:

Telephone & E-mail Address:

University examination results by module to date:



	Name of 4th Student (if applicable):
Student ID number (as on smartcard):  

Degree programme:

Faculty and Academic Unit:

Telephone & E-mail Address:

University examination results by module to date:



	Project Title

	



	Brief summary of the research for lay readers (250 words maximum)

	


	Project Dates

	Start Date :

(Earliest date is Monday 1st June 2026

latest start date is Monday 13th July 2026)
	_ _  / _ _ / 26

	End Date:        
(Latest date is Friday 4th Sept 2026)
	_ _  / _ _ / 26

	Number of weeks:     

 (Min: 2 weeks; Max: 4 weeks)
	

	Total cost at £471 per week per student for the team:


	£ _ , _ _ _


	Statement from the student team (maximum 1 A4 page)

	Please explain why you wish to be considered for a Research Scholarship and what you hope to gain from the experience 

	


Ethical Consideration

Ethical consideration of activities is part of the overall governance framework at the University.  It is important that any student(s) undertaking research activity give due consideration to the ethical issues of their project and familiarise themselves with the ethical principles of the University. More information about this can be found at: 

www.ncl.ac.uk/research/research-governance/ethics/
Please indicate that all team members have read the research ethics policy and have considered the ethics of your interdisciplinary research scholarship project 
Yes □
Conflicts of Interest 

Projects funded by the Research Scholarship Committee are subject to the University’s policy and procedure for the management of conflicts of interest: 

www.ncl.ac.uk/research/research-governance/ethics/toolkit/conflicts-of-interest/
A conflict of interest refers to a situation in which an individual involved in undertaking research has an alternative interest that may compromise, or appear to compromise, their judgment and /or the integrity of the research.
Are you aware of any conflicts of interest that may affect your project? 



   

Yes □   No □ 
If yes, please outline the names / details of this:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Previous Research Scholarship Funding

Please indicate if any of the interdisciplinary project group have received a research scholarship in an earlier academic year: 





Yes □   No □ 

If yes, which team member(s)______________________________________________________________________________________
In which academic year(s)_________________________________________________________________________________________
Data protection

Newcastle University is a data controller in terms of the GDPR (and the UK’s Data Protection Act 2018).  The data provided in the application form will be processed in line with the GDPR and Student Data Collection Notices which can be found at: www.ncl.ac.uk/data.protection/informationforstudents/studentdatacollectionnotices   Data will be stored in accordance with the University’s Records Management Policy.  Identifiable data will not usually be shared with third parties (separate legal entities to the University) without your explicit consent, except when the University is required to by law. 


E-Signature of Lead Student____________________________________ Date: ……/……/2026
E-Signature of 2nd Student _____________________________________ Date: __/__/2026
E-Signature of 3rd Student _____________________________________ Date: __/__/2026
E-Signature of 4th Student _____________________________________ Date: __/__/2026
PART 2 – To be completed by Lead Project Supervisor 
	Project Sponsor and Supervisors

	Title and Name of Lead Supervisor: _________________________________________________________________
Academic Unit: ___________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone: ______________________________________________________________________________________
E-mail Address:___________________________________________________________________________________
Please list any additional supervisors and their relevant faculty and school (if applicable): 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Title and Name of 2nd Supervisor: _________________________________________________________________
Academic Unit: ___________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone: ______________________________________________________________________________________
E-mail Address:___________________________________________________________________________________
Please list any additional supervisors and their relevant faculty and school (if applicable): 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Title and Name of 3rd Supervisor: _________________________________________________________________
Academic Unit: ___________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone: ______________________________________________________________________________________
E-mail Address:___________________________________________________________________________________
Please list any additional supervisors and their relevant faculty and school (if applicable): 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Title and Name of 4th Supervisor: _________________________________________________________________
Academic Unit: ___________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone: ______________________________________________________________________________________
E-mail Address:___________________________________________________________________________________
Please list any additional supervisors and their relevant faculty and school (if applicable): 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________


	Project Description from Lead  Supervisor (maximum 2 A4 pages)

	Please give further details about the project, its major focus and suitability as a student project as well as the outcomes you anticipate.

You should also describe the role of the student team and what arrangements will be in place to supervise them.

	


Please specify which of the University’s strategic pillars or guiding principles the project relates to:

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________
	Details of Project 

	Please provide a brief week by week outline timetable and targets for the project.

	Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4





	Please describe briefly the facilities available within the Academic Units to support the project?  (Please note item 7, page 2).

	


	Applications to external funding resources i.e. Wellcome Trust, Royal Society of Chemistry, etc.

	Please give details of any applications made to outside organisations for support for this project and dates of expected outcome of these applications.

	



Risk Assessment

Please confirm that a suitable and sufficient risk assessment has been undertaken
Yes □
No □ 

E-Signature of Lead Supervisor …………………..…………...........................................



Date    ......../........./2026
E-Signature of 2nd Supervisor …………………..………….............................................



Date    ......../........./2026
E-Signature of 3rd Supervisor …………………..…………..............................................



Date    ......../........./2026
E-Signature of 4th Supervisor …………………..…………..............................................



Date    ......../........./2026
Guidelines and Rules for Submission of Applications

1. Students and Supervisors should email completed application forms by 1st March 2026 to the Student Financial Support Team in King’s Gate at: 
vacation-scholarships@ncl.ac.uk 

2. Late applications will not be considered.

3. Application forms must be submitted electronically in Word format. 
4. Applications submitted in other formats (such as PDF) will not be considered.

5. Handwritten applications will not be considered.

6. The Team is not able to accept incomplete applications. You must ensure that all sections of the form are completed, otherwise the form will be returned to you and may not be submitted to Committee for consideration. 

7. Final decisions about which projects should be funded across all academic units in the University rests with the Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Education) and Taught Programme Deans (or their nominees): there is no appeals process. 

